
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL MEETING – 26 MARCH 2015 
 
 
 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

 
 
  

1 MOTION - GIVING EVERY YOUNG PERSON THE BEST START 
 
Proposer:  Councillor Picknell 
Seconder:  Councillor Turan 
 
This council notes:  
 
The transformation in education in Islington in recent years; in 2010, Islington 
languished 143rd out of 151 local authorities for the number of young people gaining 
five good GCSEs, including English and Maths. Islington now ranks 39th best in the 
country.  
 
Over 90 per cent of local schools are rated by Ofsted as Outstanding or Good, and our 
secondary schools are in the top 10 per cent in the country.  
 
This council has also helped halve the level of youth unemployment in the borough, 
and the council has directly provided over 200 apprenticeships for local young people 
to get the skills and experience they need.  
 
Following the Government’s decision to scrap the Education Maintenance Allowance 
(EMA), the council created the Islington Student Bursary Scheme. The £300 yearly 
bursary helps young people from low income families continue studying past 16.  
 
This council further notes: 
 
That Islington’s fantastic improvements have come despite the damaging changes the 
Government has imposed in the education system. The experiment of Free Schools, 
allowing unqualified teachers into the classroom, and preventing local authorities from 
opening new schools, has done nothing to improve the life chances of young people in 
our borough. 
 
This council resolves: 
 
 To continue to work with the entire family of schools in Islington to give every young 



person the best possible start in life. This meeting further resolves to make 
representations to government to allow the council to open new local authority 
maintained schools in the borough that can help provide future generations with high 
quality education.  
 
 
2.  MOTION – WE NEED A FAIR DEAL FOR ISLINGTON  
 
Proposer:  Councillor Wayne 
Seconder:  Councillor Williamson 
 
This council notes: 
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the formation of the London Borough of 
Islington. This council meeting believes that if the council is to continue delivering the 
vital public services that local people need and that make our borough a better place 
to live, as we have done for the past 50 years, we must have a government that 
provides the council with a secure financial future. 
 
This council also notes: 
 
That the past five years have seen the council face unprecedented reductions in our 
funding by the Government. Since 2011, the council has lost half of its funding from 
central government, which is the equivalent of losing £1,000 for every household in 
the borough.  
 
Despite the massive cuts from the current Government, the council has been able to 
make a difference for working people in Islington.  
 
This council resolves: 
 
To continue to make a difference for local people, the council will fight for the best deal 
for Islington from any future government. 
 
 

3.  MOTION -  ISLINGTON TO APPLY TO THE SYRIAN VULNERABLE  
PERSONS RELOCATION (VPR) SCHEME FOR FUNDING TO HOST 
SYRIAN FAMILIES 

 
Proposer:  Councillor Russell 
 
This council notes:    

More than 3 million Syrians have had to flee their country since the war began more 
than three years ago, and a further 6.5 million are reported to have been forcibly 
displaced from their homes within the country.  The UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees has stated, ‘Syria has become the greatest tragedy of this century – a 
disgraceful humanitarian calamity with suffering and displacement unparalleled in 
recent history’. 



This Council also notes: 
 
In January of this year the UK Government announced a scheme to provide protection 
in this country for vulnerable refugees as our part of an international response which is 
working to a target of resettling some 33,000 Syrian refugees by the end of 2014 – 3 
months ago, and 130,000 by the end of 2016. Under the UK scheme local authorities 
have been invited by the Home Office to volunteer to help by participating in the 
Syrian Vulnerable Persons Relocation (VPR) scheme, which entails accepting a small 
numbers of families and supporting and resettling them locally and for which central 
funding is available. 

This Council resolves: 
 
To play a part in this important national and international initiative to respond to the 
suffering and trauma of refugee families.  
 
To invite local partner agencies and appropriate community groups to establish and 
co-ordinate a framework of support (e.g. for housing, education, employment and 
social support) to be in place in time for the possible arrival of the refugee families at 
some point during 2015. 
 
To liaise with neighbouring authorities and all interested parties, including our MEPs, 
 local MPs and housing associations, to formulate an agreed cohesive plan for 
Islington with a view to make a formal application to the VPR scheme for central 
funding for Islington to host a number of families. 
 


